14         THE INVISIBLE INFLUENCE

The supreme Yogi recognizes no other as of the Yoga Phil-
osophy than those of his, the first order. Beyond that, some of
the orders are stages in the learning of the great secret of life.

One of the six orders is a sect that performs the lower kind of
hypnotic work, namely, the theatrical, where they hypnotize whole
audiences collectively and exhibit the "rope trick". The fakir
(pronounced, fack-ee-er) stands on the stage or in their midst, with
a red rope in his hand, and throws it above his head with the
audible suggestion that he will climb it and disappear from the
sight of the onlookers. This act has been seen and vouched for
more than a thousand times. Photography is our one proof that
the whole thing is a mere visual hallucination, if it can be accepted
that it is so because the camera records no such feat. It is an
extremely difficult effect to produce in the West, as in the hot
climates the cortex of the brain is much more passive and the
unconscious mind consequently easier to deal with.

The hallucinations and the illusions which can be effectively
produced in tne" East by the Adepts are so amazing that it is little
wonder that Orientals are superstitious. Let me tell this story.
A famous judge, whom I know well, assures me that whilst
travelling home one night in his spacious car, as he came to a small
bridge over which it had to pass, he saw (as did the other occupants
of the car) a great fire rise up in front of them; and although the
temperature was well over one hundred degrees Fahrenheit, every
member of the party began to shiver, just as if they had suddenly
plunged into an icy region. The driver of the car was brave,
however, and "stepped on the gas"; it seemed as if, momentarily,
the car would not pick up speed. He then suddenly switched on
his head-lights, whereat the fire died down and the feeling of
cold passed off. Not one of the party ever touched alcohol, and
none of them were in the least credulous; yet this phenomenon
appeared without warning or suggestive allusion. Afterwards it
was ascertained that the Black Magicians (whom we shall visit
soon) had cast a spell upon this bridge, and it was only the light,
that, by its brilliance, had been able to dispel the magicians of
darkness. The Hindoo belief that light will always disperse the
workings of evil, may not necessarily be founded on other than
fact. In Great Britain we are too materialistic, far too incredulous,
to appreciate half the wonders of the world of the vast unseen
around and about us: mighty is its influence, that Invisible Influence
which controls us, whether we like to admit it or not.

The Western methods of hypnotism and telepathy, good as
they are, in no way equal those of the Aryan Hindoo Masters, who